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lys: " I have never ceased thinking about you, >ving you, talking of you, even here, where they ave known Borget since 1833. . . . How different fe is from the height of fifty years, and how far re are often from our hopes ! . . . How many bjects, how many illusions have been thrown verboard! and except for the affection which 3ntinues to grow, I have advanced in nothing !" * The annals of this last year of Balzac's life, re a record of constantly disappointed hope and f physical suffering. One after another he was >rced to give up his many plans, and to remain i suffering inaction. He had intended to go to jev to present himself to the Governor General, at this expedition was put off from month to lonth owing to his ill health. A visit to Moscow n his way back to Paris, was another project rhich had to be abandoned, as he was never rell enough to make his proposed visit to France, 11 he took his last painful and difficult journey i April, 1850, and sight-seeing was then impos-ble. His hopefulness, however, never left him, ud his projected enterprises, whether they took le shape of writings or of travels, were in his yes only deferred, never definitely relinquished. 'he wearing uncertainty about Madame Hanska's iteiitions was the one condition of his life which Dntinued always, if continuance can be considered pplicable to anything so variable as that lady's loods. In April, 1849, Balzac wrote to his sister :
* '(Correspoudance/' vol. ii. p. 422.spondance," vol. ii. p. 420.ublous  life which awaited   her   as   Madame   Honore   de   Balzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
